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Today’s TIDAL BASIN RUN celebrates
the 156th anniversary of JUNETEENTH

June 19, 1865


Today, we celebrate freedom.  On June 19, 1865, the last slaves in America were freed.  Although the rumors of freedom were widespread prior to Juneteenth, actual emancipation did not come for more than two years after President Abraham Lincoln signed the Emancipation Proclamation, when General Gordon Granger rode into Galveston, Texas, and issued:
	GENERAL ORDER NO. 3

"The people of Texas are informed that, in accordance with a proclamation from the Executive of the United States, all slaves are free.  This involves an absolute equality of personal rights and rights of property between former masters and slaves, and the connection heretofore existing between them becomes that between employer and hired labor.  The freedmen are advised to remain quietly at their present homes and work for wages.  They are informed that they will not be allowed to collect at military posts and that they will not be supported in idleness either there or elsewhere." 




         -- General Gordon Granger, June 19, 1865


Large celebrations on June 19 began in 1866 and have continued thereafter. African-Americans treated the day like the Fourth of July, and the celebrations contained similar events.  In the early days, celebrations included a prayer service, speakers with inspirational messages, reading of the emancipation proclamation, stories from former slaves, food, red soft drinks (now strawberry soda), games, rodeos, and dances.

The celebration of June 19 as Emancipation Day spread from Texas to neighboring states.  As of June 16, 2021, Juneteenth was recognized as a state holiday or special day of observance in Washington DC and 47 states:  Alabama, Alaska, Arizona, Arkansas, California, Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, North Carolina, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, Vermont, Virginia, Washington, West Virginia, Wisconsin, and Wyoming.  Juneteenth has not yet been recognized through state legislative resolution or bill in only 3 states: Hawaii, North Dakota, and South Dakota.  “We need your continued support and assistance to see Juneteenth Independence Day become a national day of observance and a state holiday or state holiday observance in all 50 states," often said Rev. Ronald V. Myers, Sr., M.D., chairman of the National Juneteeenth Holiday Campaign, of blessed memory.  

On June 15, 2021, a vote of the U.S. Congress declared Juneteenth as a national holiday, and on June 16, President Biden signed the act into law.
Sources:  
www.nationaljuneteenth.com
www.tsl.state.tx.us/ref/abouttx/juneteenth.html 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Juneteenth   
